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Chairmanôs Chatter 

By Piet Strauss 

Dear members, 

My apologies for this issue of nDaba being a bit late. Not much has happened or will happen 
during this lock down time. 
 
As you know, all our meetings and outreach events remain cancelled. The news is filled with 
ñCorona Virusò issues at this time. I would like to pay tribute to our scientists and medical 
personnel during this period for the work they are doing. Our province is also at the forefront of 
scientific study on the corona virus and Covid 19.  
 
Together with Prof Francisco Petruccione at UKZN, we have Professors Tulio de Olivera and 
Salim Abdool Karim doing valuable research and advising our government on strategy. You can 
view a video of Prof Karim at: https://youtu.be/we8-YPa0Yqc. 
 
 I quote a poem by Kitty Oô Meara written for this time, kindly sent to me by one of our members. 
 
And the people stayed home. 
And read books. And listened. 
And rested. And exercised. And made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, 
and were still. 
And listened more deeply. 
Some meditated, some prayed. Some danced. Some met their shadow.  
And the people began to think differently.  
And the people healed. And in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless and 
heartless ways, the earth began to heal.. 
 
And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses 
and made new choices. 
And dreamed new images and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully. 
As they had been healed. 
 

Ray Field gives us a good overview of 

the sky with winter starting. At least 

you should take some time to observe 

the sky while it is clear. 

Donôt look down and stay safe. 

Piet 

https://youtu.be/we8-YPa0Yqc
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The Dusty Birth of a New Star 

By Brian Ventrudo 

 
 

A newly formed star lights up the surrounding cosmic clouds in this image from ESOôs La Silla 
Observatory in Chile. Dust particles in the vast clouds that surround the star HD 97300 diffuse its 
light, like a car headlight in enveloping fog, and create the reflection nebula IC 2631. Although 
HD 97300 is in the spotlight for now, the very dust that makes it so hard to miss heralds the birth 
of additional, potentially scene-stealing, future stars. Credit: ESO.  
 
This marvellous image from the European Southern Observatory shows a small section of the 
Milky Way going about its business making new stars. Here you see in this dusty region the 
reflected light of a new main sequence star, HD 97300, as it settles down into its billion-year life 
span. 
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é The Dusty Birth 

 
HD 97300 is a T-Tauri star, named after the prototypical star in the constellation Taurus. These 
are young stars, still emerging from their turbulent births in relatively thick clouds of interstellar 
gas and dust. In this image from ESOôs 2.2 meter telescope at La Silla, Chile, you see the blue 
light of the B9-type star reflected from a cloud of fine dust grains shrouding the star. The result is 
the reflection nebula IC 2631. The darker clouds of gas and dust surrounding the complex, which 
block out the background stars, are also visible in this image. 
 
Like many nebulae, IC 2631 is a fleeting construct which will fade like a spring flower in the next 
million years. But this star-forming region will likely give birth to more stars before its gas and 
dust dissipates, and some of these stars may have enough mass and luminosity to excite the gas 
around them into an reddish-pink emission nebula like the famous Orion or Lagoon nebulae. 
HD 97300 and IC 2631 are about 500 light years away in the direction of the deep-southern 
constellation Chamaeleon, not far from the south celestial pole. 

 

 
 

. 

ñItôs time we face reality, my 

friends é Weôre not exactly 

rocket scientistsò 
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At The Eyepiece 
  May 2020 by Ray Field 

 

The Moon is full on the 7th, last quarter on the 
14th, new on the 22nd and 1st quarter on the 
30th. The Moon is near Regulus on the 2nd, 
Jupiter and Saturn on the 12th, Mars on the 15th, 
Aldebaran on the 23rd, Venus and Mercury on 
the 24th, Pollux on the 26th, M44, the Beehive 
Cluster on the 27th and Regulus again on the 
29th. 

Mercury is not visible for most of the month as it 
is too close to the Sun. However, towards the end 
of the month, Mercury can be seen near Venus, 
low down in the evening twilight over the West. 
The Moon is near Mercury on the 24th. 

Venus is well above the Western horizon in the 
evening twilight at the start of the month, but by 
the end of the month it gets lower and the Moon 
is near Venus on the 24th. 

Mars, in Aquarius this month, looks like a bright 
reddish ñstarò. It rises about an hour after 
midnight. In the morning sky before dawn, the 
three brightest planets, Jupiter, Saturn and Mars 
are visible in a straight line. The Moon is near 
Mars on the 15th. 

Jupiter, in Sagittarius this month, rises at 20:00 
on the 1st and at 20:00 on the 31st. The Moon is 
near Jupiter on the 12th. 

Saturn, in Capricornus, is only about 5Ü from Jupiter this month and it rises shortly after Jupiter. 
The last quarter moon is near Saturn on the 12th. 

Comets. I have heard that there is a new comet in the sky, namely Comet Atlas, discovered by 
an American satellite, but I have no other details of it at the time of writing, apart from that it will 
be bright. The comet has an orbit period of more than 6000 years and is starting to break up as it 
pass the Sun at a distance of 0.25 AU. 

The meteor shower, eta Aquarius, with a duration from the 21st April to the 12th May, reach a 
maximum on the 6th May, with a ZHR of 60. The time to watch is from 03:30 to 05:30. The 
observing prospect is however rated as unfavourable, probably because of interference from the 
full Moon on the 7th. 
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é At The Eyepiece 

The starry sky from Durban, mid-month in the early evening, Orion is setting and Scorpius is 
rising. The Southern Cross and itôs pointers are high up and the very bright star, Canopus is 
down to the right of the cross. When the Milky Way can be seen in this area, the dark ñCoal Sackò  
nebula shows up well to the left of the Southern Cross. 

The ñ3 crossesò area of the Milky Way is a beautiful sight, when seen with a minimum of light 
pollution away from the city lights. 

Over the North, Leo is favourably placed and the very bright orange-reddish star Arcturus is rising 
over the North East. The normally bright star, Betelgeuse in Orion has dimmed in brightness. 

References: ASSA Sky Guide 2020, Nortonôs Star Atlas, Philipsô Planisphere for 35ÜS and Sir 
Patrick Mooreôs ñStars of the Southern Skiesò. 

 

 

 

Comet Atlas C/2019 Y4 
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 The Cover Image - NGC 3324 & IC 2599 
Imaged by John Gill 

  
NGC 3324 is an open cluster in the southern constellation Carina, located northwest of the 
Carina Nebula (NGC 3372) at a distance of 7,560 ly (2,317 pc) from Earth. It is closely associated 
with the emission nebula IC 2599, also known as Gum 31. The two are often confused as a single 
object, and together have been nicknamed the "Gabriela Mistral Nebula" due to its resemblance to 
the Chilean poet. NGC 3324 was first catalogued by James Dunlop in 1826. 

 

 

Tech Specs:   

¶ APM apo 107/700 telescope 

¶ Celestron CGX mount  

¶ ZWO 1600mm camera 

¶ Processed in PixInsight 

¶ 18 Lights 

¶ Gain 110 for 240 seconds 

¶ 60 Flats Ha & 30 Darks 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_cluster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carina_(constellation)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carina_Nebula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Light-year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parsec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emission_nebula
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gabriela_Mistral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Dunlop

