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Chairman’s Chatter 

Dear Members, 

The societies New Year started with our first monthly meeting being held on Wednesday 10 

August. The new committee  members of the Durban Centre of the society were introduced to 

the meeting. See the ‘nDaba of August 2016 for a list of the committee members. 

The monthly meeting  followed, comprising  a panel  discussion where the panel, comprising 

members of the society, were questioned on various astronomical subjects.  Lively questioning 

and discussions continued till well after our normal meeting finishing time, an indication of the 

interest of our members of the varied aspects of astronomy. We will be sure to follow up with 

another panel discussion in the future. 

August is almost over. However, during the month the society exhibited at eThekwini 

Municipalities Sustainable Living Expo on the weekend of 19, 20 & 21 August. The exhibit was a 

great success with particular interest in astronomy being shown by the many school children 

who attended the expo. Who’s to know, we may have sparked an interest in astronomy of a 

budding young professional astronomer. 

The sky of the past month has again had a number of fantastic viewing evenings, the highlights 

for me being able to see the five naked eye planets. Venus, Mercury and Jupiter have been 

visible low on western horizon after sunset and Mars and Saturn high in the night sky, forming a 

triangle with Antares in Scorpio.  

The Observatory was open for public viewing on Friday 5 August. We had in excess of 20 

member of the public including a number of the members of the Mensa society. (See the 

attached photo.). Conditions were perfect and we had two telescopes operating including the 

Societies 300mm scope. 

The next public viewing  will be 2 September . In addition, we are currently arranging a suitable 

venue for members of the society and the public to view the partial solar eclipse on 1 

September. Please check our webpage as well as the Facebook page to find out more details 

on this viewing event.   

In addition, a workshop  for members who want to get involved in the public viewing evenings 

and operating of the society’s telescope is being held in September.  Those interested will be 

contacted by me in the next 

few days.  Viewing for the next 

few weeks is still likely to be 

good although with the current 

drought we should be praying 

for rain and not clear sky.  But 

just in case,  as always,  check 

your Sky Guides, and follow 

‘At The Eyepiece  For 

September 2016 by Ray Field’ 

in this publication of the nDaba 

and enjoy your viewing.  

Wishing you clear skies and 

great viewing, 

Mike 
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The Constellation Serpens Caput, the 
‘Snake’s Head’ 
July 16, 2016 By Brian Ventrudo  

 

 
 
The region of Ophiuchus and Serpens in a map circa 1825. 
 
 
In last month’s constellation tour, we examined the dazzling stars of the constellation Corona 
Borealis, the Northern Crown. This month, we move due south to the northern section of the 
constellation Serpens, the only constellation split into two parts. These are the stars of Serpens 
Caput, the ‘head of the snake’, which zigzags vertically along the celestial sphere, just north of 
the celestial equator, and just west of the much larger constellation Ophiuchus, the ‘serpent 
bearer’. The stars of Serpens Caput are visible in the northern and southern hemispheres. 
 
Like many prominent northern constellations, Serpens Caput dates back to the star maps of the 
2nd-century astronomer Ptolemy which listed 48 constellations in all. In legend, Serpens Caput 
and its other half, Serpens Cauda (the ‘snake’s tail’) represent the snake that was held by the 
ancient healer Asclepius, who is now represented by the large adjacent constellation 
Ophiuchus. Asclepius once killed a snake, but it was resurrected by a second snake which 
placed a magic herb on its head before death. Snakes shed their skin every year and were 
a symbol of rebirth in ancient Greece. Legend tells that Asclepius learned to revive dead or dying 
humans using the same herbs used by the legendary snakes. 

http://cosmicpursuits.com/author/cosmicpursuits/
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… The Constellation 

 

The stars of Serpens Caput, due south of Corona Borealis. In this image, north is up and east is 
to the left. 
 
 
 
Stars in Serpens Caput include α, β, γ, δ, ε, ι, κ, λ, μ, π, ρ, σ, τ, χ and ω Serpentis. Stars in the 
tail, Serpens Cauda, include ζ, η, θ, ν, ξ, and ο Serpentis.  The brightest star in the constellation is 
Unukalhai (“uh-NOO-kul-lye”), Arabic for “Serpent’s Neck”.  Older star maps list the star as Cor 
Serpentis, the “Heart of the Serpent”.  Call it what you will, but 3

rd
-magnitude α Serpentis is a fine 

orange K2 III red giant star that’s swollen to 15x the diameter of our Sun and 70x the brightness 
of our Sun. 
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… The Constellation 
 

Hoag’s object, a ring galaxy in the constellation Serpens Caput 
 
 
The constellation holds a number of very faint galaxies of interest to professional astronomers. 
The most beautiful is surely Hoag’s object, a rare ring galaxy formed perhaps when the arms of a 
barred spiral galaxy were accelerated and detached from the dense core. The object is some 600 
million light years away. 
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At The Eyepiece For September 2016 

 by Ray Field 

As mentioned in the AUGUST NDABA there will be a partial eclipse of the Sun on the 1st, visible 

from Durban. The first contact will be at 09hr 48m, maximum eclipse at 11hr 16m and last contact 

at 12hr 46m. WARNING: Never look at the Sun without proper eye protection. Permanent 

blindness can result from the shortest look through binoculars or a telescope. 

 

THE MOON will be NEW on the 1st, First Quarter on the 9th, FULL on the 16th and Last Quarter 

on the 23rd. There will be a penumbral eclipse of the Moon on the 16th but the darkening is so 

slight that it will hardly be noticed. The maximum eclipse will be at 20hr 54m. 

The Moon will be near Venus on the 3rd, Spica on the 5th, Saturn on the 8th, Mars on the 9th 

and Albebaran at 5 am on the 22nd. 

 

MERCURY is low in the western sky after sunset at the beginning of the month but it gets too 

close to the Sun by the middle of the month to be seen. By the end of the month it is low in the 

eastern sky before sunrise. 

 

VENUS starts the month low down in the west after sunset as the brilliant "Evening Star" and 

then climbs steadily higher as the month proceeds. 

 

MARS, in the Scorpius region for most of this month, is still very bright and prominent. It starts the 

month near Antares and Saturn and ends the month above the "Teapot" asterism in Sagittarius. 

The Moon is near Mars on the 9th. 

 

JUPITER is too close to the Sun for observation this month. It may be glimpsed just after sunset 

at the beginning of the month, very low over the west. It is in conjunction with the Sun on the 

26th. 

 

SATURN is near Antares in Scorpius all month and sets earlier each night. The Moon is near 

Saturn on the 8th. 

 

URANUS is in Pisces all month and the Moon is near it on the 18th. It is a very faint object and 

needs a telescope or binoculars to be seen. 

 

NEPTUNE is in Aquarius all month and the Moon is near it on the 15th. It is an even fainter object 

than Uranus and needs a telescope to be seen. 

 

COMETS. The faint Comet 226P/Pigott-LINEAR-Kowalski is at perihelion on the 5th. 

 

METEORS. There are no meteor showers active this month. 
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… At The Eyepiece 

THE STARRY SKY 

By 8pm mid-month, The Southern Cross, followed by its pointers, is sinking in the south west. 
The bright star Achenar is opposite the South Celestial Pole from it. Sagittarius is almost 
overhead and Scorpius has already passed overhead and is starting to head down towards the 
west as bright Venus is starting to leave the western horizon and head up towards it. The "Vee" 
of Capricornus, not a very bright constellation, is following Sagittarius across the sky. 
 

The "Southern Birds" Grus, the Crane and Pavo, the Peacock, are well placed over the south 
east. The bright star Fomalhaut is noticeable to the left of Grus. 
 

The Square of Pegasus is rising low over the north east and Cygnus is low over the north. The 
bright star Vega is low over the north west and Altair is up to its right with a fainter star either 
side of it. Near Vega is the famous "Ring Nebula" M57. Between Altair and the "Teapot" asterism 
of Sagittarius is the little constellation of Scutum, the Shield. It contains a lovely open cluster 
M11, known as the "Wild Duck" cluster, because of its likeness to a flight of wild duck. Near the 
border of Scutum and Serpens is M16, an open cluster associated with clouds of dust and gas, 
known as the Eagle Nebula. 
 
REFERENCES: ASSA SKYGUIDE 2016, Norton's Star Atlas 2000, Stars of the Southern Skies 
by Sir Patrick Moore and Philips' Planisphere for 35 degrees S. 

 

The awesome foursome and the moon 

This is a fantastic cellphone photo taken by  Kira 

Wisniewski showing four planets and the moon.  

Well done, Kira! 
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The Curious Case of NGC 2818  

By John Gill 
 

Late November last year I captured this image of NGC 2818 (part of the ASSA Top 100 DSO). 
While processing the image I noticed a small smudge just off center.  I was a little disappointed 
as this could ruin a good photo.  So I went to Google and Wikipedia and it showed that the little 
smudge was NGC 2818 and the open star cluster was NGC 2818A.   
 
So this meant that the ASSA list could be wrong, further investigation was necessary.  I then sent 
an email to Auke Slotegraaf of the ASSA Deep-sky section requesting some sort of explanation. 

 
This was Auke’s interesting response: 
 
Deep-sky nomenclature is a lovely mix-up.  In the beginning, everyone used their own system 
because that's what pioneers get to do.  Lacaille listed his objects in order of right ascension, 
after dividing them into categories.  Messier's list is sort-of by RA. William Herschel ended up  
doing essentially what Lacaille did.  Later observers brought out their own new lists, usually 
presented by RA.  John Herschel also followed this pattern, but pretty soon everyone had their 
own lists and it became a nightmare to know if you'd found something new or not.  
 
JLE Dreyer stepped in and re-arranged the whole lot. And then had to add an appendix.  And 
then a second one.  Then he just gave up.  More than 50 years would pass before the IAU 
stepped up and set out a firm policy.  By then, of course, it was very late in the game, and now 
objects have multiple designations.  The SIMBAD website is the official source of identifications 
and cross-identifications, but they still have a lot of work to do. Even well-known objects (ie those 
with NGC and IC numbers) are still in need of sorting out.  With these "old" objects, probably the 
most sensible approach is to go back to the original observation and try to figure out what the 
observer saw. 
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 … The Curious Case  
 
So in the case of the open cluster and planetary nebula (lovely catch, by the way!) you 
mentioned, one needs to look at what the first recorded entry of "NGC 2818" is.  You'll see in in 
DOCdb that this is James Dunlop's description, and he is describing the star cluster, calling the  
planetary a "condensation" within it.  So first prize goes to "open cluster".  The early 20th century 
catalogues of star clusters (see the list of cross-id's in its DOCdb record) include NGC 2818 
(Collinder, Melotte, Raab, Van den Bergh-Hagen, etc.) as a star cluster.  One exception is the 
Egyptian observers at Helwan (1912) who describe NGC 2818 as a nebula of some type. 

 
Then a tradition, at least in part established by Sulentic and Tifft, kicked in: "new" objects found 
near established objects were given alphabetical trailing characters.  Probably not a bad idea, 
but just because a new object lies 'near' a known one, does not mean that they are related in any 
way - neither historically, nor physically.  They are just close in the sky.  This scheme is very 
common with galaxies (which are the most plentiful of objects).  So NGC 4945 is the Golden 
Coin, a lovely edge-on galaxy that can be seen in large binoculars.  But near it is NGC 4945A, a 
super-dim and unrelated galaxy, discovered in 1956- more than a century after NGC 4945 was 
first recorded.  Anyway, this trailing letter approach did at least solve one problem: by giving an 
object a unique identifier, there is little confusion.  Except, of course, when folk repeat an earlier 
mistake/misidentification. 

 
A zoomed image of NGC 2818A 

 
http://www.docdb.net/show_object.php?id=ngc_2818a has cross-identifications in several nebula 
catalogues:  NGC 2818A, Hen 2-23, PK 261+08 1, PN My 45, PN StWr 4-6, PN Sa 2-39, PN  
Hb 2, PN G261.9+08.5, Wray 16-38, Hubble 2 Henize, PK, Sanduleak, Hubble, etc. 

 
 

http://www.docdb.net/show_object.php?id=ngc_2818a
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… The Curious Case 
 
 
So with great certainty, NGC 2818 is the star cluster, and the (badly-named) NGC 2818A is the 
nebula.  In the mid-20th century, the most authoritative planetary nebula was the PK like (Perek-
Kohoutek).  Now, the preferred method to designate them is, for example in the case of NGC 
2818A, PN G261.9+08.5.  This follows the IAU recommendation by starting with a general 
identification (PN = planetary nebulae) followed by it's co-ordinates- 261.9° +08.5° -- the "G" tells 
you these are Galactic co-ordinates and not equatorial (RA & Dec).  But it's still a lot easier to just 
say "NGC 2818A". 
 
Best regards, 
Auke 
 
So the moral of the story is “Don’t believe everything you see or read on the internet” 
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The Cover Image 

Eta Carinae Nebula - NGC 3372 

The cover image was captured by Amith Rajpal - 16 x 30 second images 

 
NGC 3372, the Eta Carinae Nebula, also known as the Great Nebula in Carina, is a large bright 
nebula that surrounds several open clusters. The nebula can be seen with the naked eye. The 
star Eta Carinae, a giant variable star, is among the most massive and luminous stars in the Milky 
Way. 

 
The central part of NGC 3372 is known as the Keyhole Nebula, a famous dark zone seen near 
Eta Carinae. With binoculars one can see the nebula, which appear as three fan shaped areas 
with dark lanes in between. The Eta Carinae Nebula was discovered by Nicolas Louis de Lacaille 
in 1751-52 from the Cape of Good Hope. 
 
This first magnitude nebula is one of the largest H II regions in the Milky Way and is one of the 
largest diffuse nebulae in the sky. Although it is some four times as large and much brighter than 
the famous Orion Nebula, the Carina Nebula is less well known, due to its location far in the 
Southern Hemisphere. The nebula lies at an estimated distance between 6,500 and 10,000 light 
years from Earth. 

 
Within the large bright nebula is a much smaller feature, immediately surrounding Eta Carinae 
itself. This small nebula is known as the Homunculus Nebula (from the Latin meaning Little Man), 
and is believed to have been ejected in an enormous outburst in 1841, which briefly made Eta 

 

Today, Eta Carinae, in the keel of the great 
ship Argo Navis, is a modest star of 
magnitude 6.21. But it was not always so. 
As the result of a great outburst, Eta 
Carinae was once the second brightest star 
in the sky. 

In the 1840s, η Car was brighter than 
Canopus, and nearly equalled Sirius. In the 
1600s and 1700s ,the star glowed between 
2nd and 4th magnitude. It is now slowly 
brightening from 6th or 7th magnitude, 
where it had sunk after the outburst in the 
1840s. 
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… The Cover Image 

Properties 

Of spectral class B0, with a hot blue surface around 30,000 K, η Car's seeming current faintness 
is an illusion of sorts. Around 1840, the star ejected an bi-lobed cloud containing nearly a solar 
mass of material; a smaller ejection followed in 1890. The expanding cloud, called the 
"Homunculus Nebula", is now a light year in diameter. Dust condensing in the cloud absorbs 
optical starlight and re-radiates it in the infrared where the human eye cannot see it. 

The star's luminosity is difficult to know precisely as there is no good way of determining its 
distance. It is part of a dense open cluster called Trumpler 16, located within the Eta Carinae 
nebula, NGC 3372. This is a large, bright, star-forming region that produced a number of very 
massive stars, including η Car itself. If at the cluster's distance of 7500 - 8000 light years, then η 
Car shines with the luminosity of five million Suns! 

Eta Car is a "hypergiant," a star so luminous that mere "supergiant" status is inadequate to 
describe it. In fact, η Car has the highest confirmed mass and luminosity of any star that has 
been studied in detail. Eta Carinae is the prototype of the "luminous blue variables," or "LBVs," of 
which only a handful are known. Others in this rare category include P Cygni and S Doradus, 
though neither makes it to the level of η Car. 

From its luminosity, η Car has an estimated mass as much as 100 to 150 times the Sun's. This is 
close to the maximum theoretical "Eddington limit" of 120 suns, above which stars tear 
themselves apart by their own radiation. 

Companion 

Spectral evidence strongly suggests a companion with a 5.52-year period. The suggestion is 
enhanced by a similar periodicity in X-ray radiation caused by the collision of powerful winds from 
the two component stars, becoming stronger when the pair approach each other on their elliptical 
orbits. If this is the case, η Car may be a 60-80 solar mass pair. 

Evolution 

Whether one star or two, given its mass and clear instability, η Car is one of the sky's prime 
candidates to become a supernova, or even a "hypernova", similar to those observed in other 
galaxies. Recent possible η Car supernova analogues observed in other galaxies include SN 
2006jc in UGC 4904, and SN 2006gy in NGC 1260. On an astronomical timescale, η Car is not 
long for this Galaxy. It is expected to explode as a supernova or hypernova some time within the 
next million or so years, possibly in our lifetimes, or even in the next few years. 

Even at a distance of 7,500 light years away, an Eta Carinae hypernova could affect the Earth's 
upper atmosphere, ozone layer, spacecraft, and astronauts; it would be bright enough to see 
during the daytime. The hypernova would probably eject a gamma ray burst along both poles of 
its rotational axis, similar to the γ ray bursts seen coming from galaxies billions of light years 
away. This catastrophic burst would probably not hit Earth, though, because η Car's rotational 
axis does not point toward us. 

[Adapted from STARS by Jim Kaler, Professor Emeritus of Astronomy, University of Illinois] 
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Passing Showers 

The People Behind the Perseids - By Anthony Lydgate, August 11, 2016 

The shooting stars of August have been with us for centuries. Where do they come from? 

PHOTOGRAPH BY PETER GREIG / REX VIA AP 

Are comets dirty balls of ice, or are they icy balls of dirt? Astronomers don’t know, because 

comets, as a rule, are unknowable. They are the weird uncles of the solar system, travelling long, 

eccentric orbits, stopping by Earth every couple of decades or centuries, to be greeted as 

messengers of calamity or joy. Comet Halley called just before the Norman conquest of England, 

in 1066, a streak of apprehension in the morning sky. Comet Hale-Bopp heralded the mass 

suicide of the Heaven’s Gate cult, in 1997, and nearly outshone Sirius, the brightest star in the 

heavens. Late tonight, and in the early hours of tomorrow morning, the Northern Hemisphere will 

be witness to a different sort of cometary light show. Every summer, as Earth reaches the three-

quarter mark in its half-billion-mile journey around the sun, it passes through the brume of 

particles left behind in the wake of Comet Swift-Tuttle. The debris, which may have been hanging 

in space for thousands of years, hits our atmosphere like rain on a windshield, some of it 

disintegrating on impact, some trailing brilliantly away. (The larger trails reflect radio waves back 

to the ground, and sound like the pings of mournful submarines.) The Perseids keep their annual 

schedule so well that in the 19th century they were known as the Tears of St. Lawrence, since 

they stream through the sky most abundantly around August 10th, the holy man’s feast day. 
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… Passing Showers 

They must be tears of mirth, because Lawrence was not much given to grief. Moments before his 
martyrdom, he reputedly told his Roman executioners, who were roasting him alive on a gridiron, 
“Turn me over. This side is done.” 

The Perseids have been observed for millennia, but their parent comet wasn’t discovered until 
the beginning of the Civil War. On the night of July 16, 1862, near Rochester, New York, an 
amateur astronomer named Lewis Swift was scanning the sky with his homemade telescope - 
pointed out a hole he’d made in the roof of his barn - when he noticed movement in the 
constellation of Camelopardalis. 

Swift was something of a comet junkie. His addiction began, as addictions often do, in his youth, 
with the Great Comet of 1843, and lasted until his death, by which point he had discovered 
thirteen comets. But on that night in 1862 he thought little of the comet he saw, misidentifying it 
as one that a colleague had spotted over Athens on July 2nd. Then, three nights later, at the 
Harvard College Observatory, Horace Tuttle saw it, too. He promptly named and claimed it.  

There were further independent sightings throughout that summer, in Copenhagen and Florence 
and New South Wales, but the comet was eventually dubbed Swift-Tuttle. The moniker appears 
to have taken some time to catch on. In March, 1898, an article appeared in Popular Astronomy 
that referred to the comet as “Tuttle’s comet.” That August, Swift complained. “I am glad you 
have called the comet something, even if you did get the name wrong,” he wrote in a letter. “So 
much for fame.” In fact, it was neither Swift nor Tuttle who made Comet Swift-Tuttle enduringly 
famous. Credit for that goes to an Italian, Giovanni Schiaparelli, who realized that the comet’s 
orbit and the pattern of the Perseids lined up, and that one must cause the other. 

After the discovery, astronomers set about calculating how often they could expect to see Comet 
Swift-Tuttle return, based on its behavior in 1862. Gradually, their estimates became more and 
more refined—every hundred and twenty-five years, every hundred and twenty, every 119.64. 
The next apparition was due in 1981. In the early nineteen-seventies, however, another Harvard 
astronomer, Brian G. Marsden, undertook the laborious task of tracing Swift-Tuttle back in time, a 
common practice with comets that appear, at most, once in an astronomer’s life. He found two 
possible precursors in the historical record - the first in 1750, the second in 1737 - but both had 
their problems. The comet of 1750 had moved too quickly through the sky to be Swift-Tuttle, and 
the comet of 1737, if it was Swift-Tuttle, had taken a decade too long to come back to Earth. 
Marsden made two predictions: either Swift-Tuttle would reappear in 1981, as most of his 
colleagues expected, or it would keep its audience waiting until 1992. 

Most years, the Perseids fall at a rate of sixty or seventy per hour. In an active year, there may 
be two or three times that number at the shower’s peak; astronomers call this an outbreak. There 
were outbreaks in 1980 and 1981, seemingly the overture to another apparition, but Swift-Tuttle 
never showed. Ten years later, there was an even bigger surge, with some five hundred meteors 
showering down every hour. 

 The following fall, Tsuruhiko Kiuchi, a Japanese amateur astronomer, caught sight of Swift-
Tuttle through his binoculars. The comet was back, as Marsden’s second set of calculations had 
predicted. But those calculations, it turned out, were also flawed. Swift-Tuttle was two weeks 
tardy reaching its closest approach to the sun. On October 15, 1992, Marsden sent a dispatch to 
the International Astronomical Union’s Central Bureau for Astronomical Telegrams. There was 
“some uncertainty,” he wrote, in the latest computations. a trip around the sun, and that its 
closest forecast approach to Earth, in 4479, will probably be uneventful. 
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… Passing Showers 

 

Adding a mere fifteen days to the comet’s orbit could mean that when it reappeared, in the 

summer of 2126, it would collide with Earth, a sixteen-mile-wide ball of ice and dirt exploding 

with three hundred times the force of the asteroid that killed the dinosaurs. “It therefore seems 

prudent to attempt to follow P/Swift-Tuttle for as long as possible,” Marsden concluded. 

Fortunately, once he and his colleagues did this, they determined that the 2126 cataclysm was 

vanishingly unlikely. We now know that the comet takes 133.28 years to complete a trip around 

the sun, and that its closest forecast approach to Earth, in 4479, will probably be uneventful. 

Tonight promises another outbreak, 

and the Perseids ought to be visible 

in most cloudless skies in the 

Northern Hemisphere, even in skies 

(there are more of them every year) 

that are murked up with artificial light. 

Astronomers, amateur stargazers, 

campers, grandparents and their 

grandchildren, latter-day Swifts and 

Tuttles, in city parks and national 

parks, on decks and lawns and 

perhaps even open-roofed barns, will 

watch as they have done for ages. I 

can imagine no better reprieve from 

a summer that has seen its fair share 

of bad news—to look up and see the 

sparkling echo of a comet that 

passed long before any of us were 

born, and that will come again long 

after we’re all gone. 
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The annular solar eclipse on Thursday 01

st
 

September 2016 will be visible as a partial 
eclipse to observers in Durban. The eclipse 
which begins in the mid-Atlantic, and 
whose line of totality stretches over central 
African countries and Madagascar, is 
unfortunately too far north to be visible in 
its entirety for local viewers. 

 

Members are invited to gather to view this 
unusual spectacle at the Durban Botanic 
Gardens. The last time a partial annular 
eclipse occurred in Durban was in January 
2009. We did not expect a large crowd on 
a workday Monday morning, but hundreds 
of people turned up. 

 

The eclipse is expected to begin at 09:48 
local time and will reach its maximum at 
11:17 after which the moons will slowly 

move away and the eclipse will end just after noon at 12:47. 

 

 We once again invite the public to have breakfast with us. Spread out a blanket on the lawns of 
the garden, bring food and drink and enjoy this spectacle in safety. The Society has special 
viewers, solar telescopes and filters to enable people to watch the eclipse without damage to 
their eyes. It is extremely dangerous to look at the sun without protective eye-ware.  

One should never look at the sun as it can lead to severe damage to the eye, even 
blindness. 

 

VENUE : Durban Botanic Gardens 

Date  : 01
st
 September 2016 

Time  :  09:00 – 13:00 

Partial Solar Eclipse 

01
ST

 SEPTEMBER 

DON’T MISS THIS RARE SPECTACLE  
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The Month Ahead 
MEETINGS:  

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 14th September 2016 @ 19:30. 

TELESCOPE:  

Visit the website www.astronomydurban.co.za for viewing information or find us on Facebook.  In 

September there will be a 4 night training session on “How to use the observatory and the 12” 

telescope” 

MNASSA:  

Monthly Notes of the Astronomical Society of Southern Africa. Go to www.mnassa.org.za to download 

your free monthly copy.  

MEMBERSHIP FEES:  

Please pay your subs!!! 

Members - R 145  Family Membership - R 160  Joining Fee - R 35  

Payment by cheque, made payable to ASSA and either posted to:  

P O Box 20578, Durban North, 4016 or handed in to the treasurer.  

Electronic Funds Transfer to: ASSA Natal Centre Account No. 1352 7 674 

Nedbank, Durban North Branch Code 135 226  

Please include your initial and surname in the reference line.  

SKY GUIDE 2017: 

Please give Richard Rowland your details so we can place the order for this wonderful and helpful 

book on what is happening in the sky at night for 2017. 

CONTACT US:  

Chairman & Observatory: Mike Hadlow (+27) 83 326 4085 

Vice Chairlady & Events Co-ordinator: Debbie Abel (+27) 83 3264 084 

Secretary: Logan Govender (+27) 83 228 6993 

Treasurer: Richard Rowland (+27) 82 920 3377  

PR and Publicity: Logan Govender (+27) 83 228 6993 

Laison and PR: Sihle Kunene (+27) 83 2788 485 

Librarian: Brian Finch (+27) 82 9241 222 

Meet and Greet: Logan Naidoo (+27) 83 7772 459 

Equipment Curator & Teas: Robert Suberg  (+27) 73 2324 092 

nDaba Editor: John Gill (+27) 833788797  

All other contact information is available on our website: www.astronomydurban.co.za  
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The Month Ahead 

SCOPE X:  

Saturday 15 October at the Johannesburg Military Museum. Star talks, Amateur telescope 

making, astronomical and telescope vendor displays, food  etc, etc. 

SOLAR ECLIPSE: 

On 1 September is the partial Solar eclipse.  Some members will be setting up solar telescopes 

and telescopes with solar filters at the Botanical Gardens from about 08:30.  The eclipse starts at 

around 09:30.  Come and support us and have a look at the sun in a different way. 

WHATS APP: 

We would like to create a WhatsApp Astronomy group so we can contact members about various 

ASSA events or observations.  Kindly indicate on the attached form.  We will not send you “spam” 

FACEBOOK: 

How to post photos or comments.  Login to Facebook and join the group “Astronomical Society of 

Southern Africa, Durban Centre”.  Then click on the “button” called “Write a Post” or “Add Photo /

Video”, type your comment or upload your photo.  The group Admin will approve you comment or 

photo and it will appear on the web page. 

 

 

 

 

 Telescope dancing 

with the stars.   

These angles are 

getting crazy!!! 
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Information Update 

I am trying get an idea of our membership and what your astronomical interests are.  Please 

complete this form.  You can remain anonymous or choose not to answer certain questions.  

Please hand this form to any committee member and I will publish the results in the next nDaba 

 

Personal details: 

Name 

 

Whats App Goup:   

Please supply cell phone number 

 

Equipment: 

Telescope(s)                          Binoculars                     Naked eye 

 

Type of observing : 

Armchair                                Books                             Movies                      

Visual                                    Photography / Video 

 

Interest: 

Planets                       Stars                          Nebulae                       Galaxies 

Comets                       Astroids                     Deep Sky  

 

Skill level: 

Beginner                    Intermediate                Advanced 

 

What type of articles you want to see in nDaba? 

Science                     General Interest                     Practical                   Equipment        

NASA                        Teaching                                 Observing                Astro Photography 

 

Anything else: 

 

 

 


